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“Not everytig;;g
that is face& can
be changed, but
nothing can be
changed until it
is faced.”

—JAMES BALDWIN,
1924-1987




Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer; Things
fall apart; the centre cannot hold; Mere
anarchy is loosed upon the world, The
blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; The
best lack all conviction, while the worst Are

— (William Buller Yeats —
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ecological emergencies Ireland becomes second country to declare
climate emergency
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Beyond ‘dangerous’ climate change: emission
scenarios for a new world
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Aerospace and Civil Engineering, and ° Sustainable Consumption Institute,
School of Earth, Atmospheric and Environmental Sciences,
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The great enemy of the truth is very often not the
U lie -- deliberate, contrived and dishonest, but the
myth, persistent, persuasive, and unrealistic. Belief
in myths allows the comfort of opinion without
the discomfort of thought.

(John F. Kennedy)
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“Only a crisis - actual or perceived - produces real change. When
that crisis occurs, the actions that are taken depend on the ideas
that are lying around. That, I believe, is our basic function: to
develop alternatives to existing policies, to keep them alive and
available until the politically impossible becomes the politically
inevitable.”

NSO

— Milton Friedman
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This what a real emergency looks like: what the
response to Coronavirus can teach us about how we
can and need to respond to the planetary emergency

A Green House Gas by John Barry
April 2020

https://www.greenhousethinktank.org/gases.html
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The pandemic has cancelled the future....




auses of the pandemic




States can move quickly;

Finance can be found:




FLATTENING THE CURVE
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Without climate
protective measures
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With climate
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NECESSARY;
SHORT-TERM POSITIVE ENVIRONMENTAL AND ClL

IMPACTS;

SHORT-TERM NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACTS. /

SO DOES THIS GIVE WARRANTED HOPE FOR TACKLING THE
PLANETARY EMERGENCY'e



‘Solving’ the climate and ecological crisis vs learning to ‘cope’ with it.

While the pandemic may be a one-off event, coping with the planetary crisis
means endlessly adapting to a dynamically unstable climate, enduring,
INng and surviving as best we can.

ggle and engagement in a ‘long game’ of
= but one chapter.
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Because the 1dea of climate change 1s

so plastic, 1t can be deployed across

many of our human projects and can

serve many of our psychological,
ethical and spiritual needs... We need
to ask not what we can do for climate
change, but to ask what climate

change can do for us.

Mike Hulme
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ABOUT
CLIMATE
CHANGE

Understanding Controversy, Inaction
and Opportunity

Mike Hulme CAMBRIDGE




hat makes this hope radical is that it is
e goodness that
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“Hope is not the same as
optimism. It 1s not the
conviction that something will
turn out well, but the certainty
that something makes sense,
regardless of how it turns out.”

Viclav Havel



“Klee's ‘Angelus Novus’ [1920; right] shows an angel looking as
though he is about fo move away from something he is fixedly
contemplating.

His eyes are staring, his mouth is open, his wings are spread. This
is how one pictures the angel of history.

“His face is turned toward the past. Where we perceive a chain of
events, he sees one single catastrophe which keeps piling
wreckage upon wreckage and hurls it in front of his feet. The
angel would like to stay, awaken the dead, and make whole what
has been smashed. But a storm is blowing from Paradise; it has
got caught in his wings with such violence that the angel can no
longer close them. The storm irresistibly propels him into the
future to which his back his turned, while the pile of debris
before him grows skyward. The storm is what we call progress.”




Benjamin, anticipating modern green thinking, rejected the ideology of Progress, the
almost theological conviction that western society was building Paradise on earth
through technology, state social management and corporate rule.

istorical Progress, the angel of history sees only victims piled high as a
e, by our historic mission, whether that be
Ing democracy and free




Lear’s study asks what surely has to be regarded as a profound (if deeply
troubling) existential question, what Lear calls ‘an extreme possibility of
human existence’(2006: 10), namely,

If our way of life collapsed, things would cease to happen. What could
ould it be to be a witness fo this breakdowne’ (ibid:




The redemptive and transformative potentials of a crisis




What happens when we stop believing in our culfural
stories and mythse

es of meaning that







We must pay attention both to the possibility of catastrophe
and alternatives.

ve do not face the genuine possibility of future
JNNOT envision an appropriate set of

/



The reasonable man !
adapts himself to the world;
the unreasonable one !
persists in trying to adapt
the world to himself.

Therefore all progress

depends on the
unreasonable man.

George Bernard Shaw




Make no small plans for they
have no power to stir the soul,

-~ Niccolo Machiavelll

"When thereis no vision,

the people pe I‘iSh ; I



