
Parish of Maghera, Newcastle, Co Down Ecological Awareness Journey. 

Theology reading group formed 2010. Meets every 
Thursday 2pm in Parish Centre lately via Zoom.  

Some of us also studied online Yale University Coursera 
course “Journey of the Universe” by John Grimm and Mary 

Evelyn  
Tucker and the Laudato Si Animators course.  

Creation Spirituality books studied include: 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Laudato Si” studied 2018 followed by visit by ECI representative Catherine Brennan 
SSL for talk on “Care for Our Common Home”. 

 

 



 

 

Parish of Maghera adopts Psalm 121 as Parish Psalm. 
 

“I lift up my eyes to the mountains from where comes my help? My help comes from 
the Lord who made Heaven and Earth.” Psalm 121 

 

 
 

Eco Congregation Ireland Candle visits Mourne mountains for the first time November 2019 

 

 



ECI Awareness Certificate awarded to Parish 2019. 
 

‘Awe and Wonder’ video created by Finbarr for Diocesan Laudato Si working group featuring 
quotations from Laudato Si and local Co Down natural beauty.  

Watch the 3 minute video here: 

 
https://youtu.be/wSCyQUIgKbI 

 
Season of Creation celebrated for the first time 2021.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bike park installed in church grounds to encourage cycling to mass: 

 

 

https://youtu.be/wSCyQUIgKbI


Our Parish took the decision to stop wasting paper (printing 800 bulletins & buying 
800 missalettes every week) and opted for a Facebook & Website bulletin, we only 
print one A3 page bulletin per week, it’s displayed in the church. Rota for weekday 
readers, Eucharist ministers, ushers etc aren’t printed either. We encourage that 
they are made available on Apps. We invested in a Parish App for that purpose: 

 

 
 

Tree planting at Our Lady of the Assumption church. Watch the video here: 
 

https://youtu.be/UF2mJ8MjSg8 

https://youtu.be/UF2mJ8MjSg8


 
Eco Congregation Candle visits St Mary’s Primary School, Newcastle, March 2020. 

Eco Assembly held for  P4-P7 children on how everything is connected and how we  
need to care for our world  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECI Endeavour certificate awarded to Parish February 2022 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
A Sacred Garden was proposed for Bryansford Summer 2021 

 

 
A Community effort and the Sacred Garden was taking shape! 

     
 

Our Parish Priest Fr. Jim Crudden was very encouraging and supportive! 
The Sacred Garden was opened July 2022 exactly a year from its conception! 

 

           



The Sacred Garden was designed by Angela Drayne from Bryansford Village! 

 

An Oak Leaf sculpture in Corten Steel and an Acorn carved from a fallen Tollymore Oak (local 
Artist Alan Burke.) The Eco Congregation Ireland Candle visited for the opening celebration! 

 

         



Our Parish Youth Groups meet outdoors in the Sacred Garden. 
 

 
 

GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) Youth Group (Future Generations) 
 

 



 
 
 

Ogham Native Tree Avenue at St Patrick’s Cemetery, Bryansford 
 

         

 

 
 

 



 

       
 

 

 

 
 

Cathal and Eilis OBaoill 



Blessing of the Animals November 2022. Watch the video here: 
 

https://youtu.be/uUqET_W69Bk 
 

 

Two Posters we displayed at the Blessing of Family pets: 
 

 

https://youtu.be/uUqET_W69Bk


Finbarr created this 25 page Story of the Universe Creation Walk resource adapted 
from Fr Brian Grogan’s book Creation Walk for Catholic Bishops of Ireland “Laudato 

Si” Working group. It can be displayed under the Stations of the Cross. 
 

 
 

Full Creation Walk can be downloaded here: 
 
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/5-Creation-Walk-Stations-1-25.pdf 

https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/5-Creation-Walk-Stations-1-25.pdf


 
These are some of the milestones in the Ecological Awareness Journey of our Parish family. 

 
Hope you enjoyed journeying with us! 

 

Parish of Maghera, Newcastle, Co Down 
 

 

Below L-R: Fr Jim Crudden PP. “Bryansford Bees” Finbarr Keaveney (Laudato Si Animator), 
Angela Drayne (Sacred Garden Designer), Brenda Webb (Parish Manager) 

 

                     

Below L-R: Norah and Cathal OBaoill with spade. GIFT Youth Group (Future Generations) 

                  

 

           Story and photography compiled by Finbarr Keaveney February 2023 

 


